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Brn—In nnticl fibe cmushi pesulon of Cen-
lﬂ::»!n:u !s:bm:l.tl. m-“iz!n)-l.cluo
operailons of the Depart of the Int

‘Ihe genersl umril:l the dutics ort:‘u department has
botn fally explained in my fermer reo|
u-pnll.ng,wl.at has been sadd, L will proe
under sppropriste heads, a condensed view of its eondi-
tion and wante.

ESTIMATES OF arrMPlu'rtolr. e estimat
nable yom to make a parison o o8
ln’l.l:l next ":l.la-l_:!n:. Ui_gh_thm for the present, L sub-.
g ot

-itmtlv ¢ S30807 50 93530 00
s ent Proper.. svanes HiR.V PT
Land serv, u?... + 1,254 010 47 1,077,080 65
Indian a8 . « 1043 276 50 1,015,715 50
Pension offiee ... o000, 1,500 040 0O 085 816 08
Expenmses of the United
Stares Oourts .......... 072063 €0 672900 08
Publie butldings .....o.... 418504 T1 1,107,663 00
Penitentinty of the District
of Columbin.......o000s 9210 00 8,890 00
Agricultural statistics. ... 5600 0O 7700 00
Tnsane paupers.........oen 10 000 00 10,000 09
OMEUR vusvvnnvaancaianes 10000 00 e
Mozican boundary survey. 200,000 00 —_——
$5.605,828 04  $4.911 025 71

Tt will be seen from the foregoing table that the aggre-
#e for the mext year in less by $774 501 33 than that
the present. It is preper to remark, however, that
the estimates for the land and Indisn service are incom-
plete, for want of precise Information at the time they
were prepared, of the amounts which will be required for
those ohjects in Californis, Oregon, and other remote
”é‘ﬁmf"w to the department nd
8 nr ] ment proper a;
Jjudielal expenses ure Loo small to requlre wluld.ldr::ph-

of the apy {ations for pensl will
remain unexpended at the close of tha present fiscal
year. The smountestimsted for that pervice during the
mext year ia, thercfore, less by $550,108 34 than for the
present. The estimate for public buildings exeeeds that
of the present year $0501088 20, This is caused by the
intieduction of an item of $609,000 for the extension of
the capitol, for which object no estimate was mads for

the present year, The residue of the excess is for other
new chjects in the eity of Wuhlnﬁr.ou, which will be fally
ommissoner of Publio

[ }:lh.dhthlnyottnfthu

ings.
The expenses of the penitentiary have beem again re-
duced, under the judicious management of the preeent
inrpectors and warden.
estimate for agricultural statistics has been in-
oreased $2.900, This consista of two itema, vig: —For
of & Ubrarian $1.200. and for the purchuse of addition
books $1.000, No estimates have been submitted for the
, or Mexiean b y_turvey, becsuse the sums
ghlahw M&equ!nd will depend upon the sction of
on L]

ng dations contained im other
parts of this report.
PUNLIC LANDS,

The re of the Commissioner of the Gemeral Land
(ffiee exhibite much diilgenes and sotivity ia that branch
of the publio service, and contuins importent recommen-
dations lu;g;;tod by experience, to all of whioh I invite
your atten

The morthern lLoundary of the State of Towa has been
run and marked with unprecedented dispiteh; and a full
report of the purvey will be submitted at an early period
of the pesrion of Congroas,

The quantity of land sold during the last flscal year, is
1,663,071 ncres, being 202 778 mcren less than the preceding
‘ylnn, The qmt!tg"‘ ted with bounty land
4.201 314 acres, ng an inorease on the previous year
“of 747,814 seres The quantiiy reported under the swamp.
land grants Is 5 218155, sod thet selscted for railrosds,
&o. e 3,025,000 usrea  The sggregate of all the qnblln
Iande disposed of during the last year Is 13,115,176
ncres, being nn increase over the previous year of 8,842,372
meres.  1u coneequence of the more sdvantageous terms
wvponr which lands can be located with bounty land war-
rants, Lhe sales for ensh have been diminished; the quan-
tity seld during the first quarter of the present fiscal year,
hgg but little over one-half the quantity sold daring the
corresponding quarter of the present year,

In the first quaster of the present flscal year, thers wara
BOIAIOT OREN ..o u vvee sine suns enancannnnns 243260 nores,
Loestedwith bounty land warrants,,.....1,857.114 +
Locsted with other certiicates, .. 15040 «
M&oﬂm under swamp land graots, ... .. 2,486,233
Making the aggregate quantity dlsposed of

during the quarber,........e 0 vo00e.... 8181258 ©

If the approprintions by means of sale, locations of |

bounty land warrants, and selsctions of swamnp lands,
and rallroad purpoees, &o . should continue in tho
exme proportion during
sggregate quantity of land disposed of during the pre-
sent year will be elxteen and a half millions of seres,

The whole mumber of bounty land warrants issued un-
dex the seis of February 11. 1847, September 28, 1650,
and 22d of March, 1862, is 233.007. and the qaantity of
land called for B{thun Is 22425400 nores. Of these
warrants, 121 020 have been located covering 14 802,040
scres, and there are yet sutstanding 101.981 warrs:
whisb will cover the further quantity of 7.626,350 sores.
[ A table aocompanying the Uommissioner's report pre-
fenie a somprebensive view of the conditionm of the pub-
Lic lunds in the several Btates,

It shows the eptire aren in square miles of each Btate,
the quantity of land surveyed, snd the guantity which
remains yet to be surveyed; the number of scres which
Bave been offered for sale; the number sold; the guan-
tity embraced in donations; grants for sehools. universi-
ties, asylume for the deaf and dumb; for laterosal impreve-

ks, and withoat l
oed to exhibit, |

| pensioned under

—_—

;

was passed for

he snd of the war, only 1 188 were
5‘» med; of that number 128 are still on rolis, but
only bave been paid during the first and second quar-

ters of the presemt year
The system of revolutionary pensions was ty ex.
tended by the so! of Tth June, 1832, At the date of my

lnet report 52 086 parrons had reeeived the benefits of that
act, of whom 4 8§13 then continned on the rolls,

Bidor thst @nte eighty new pensioners bave boen added,
making the aggregate pumber of persons who have been

{hnk law 35,068, Of these, 4 325 remain
on the rolls, but only 1406 bave reecived pay ment o the
first and seeond quarters of the year, from which it may
be fairly inferred thet a large number have dled within
the year.

WIDOWS OF REVOLUTIONARY AOLDIKRS,

Under the law of 4th July 1836. 6,163 pegsons have
been pepsioned. of whom €78 romain on the rolls. The
set of Tih July 1838, extanded the penslon laws to widows
of revelutionrry suldiers who were married prior to 1704,
Under it. 11 400 bave from time to time Leen emrolled
but oply 162 have been paid during the first and second
quarters of the yenr,

The number pensioned under the sct of 24 January,
1848, s 6.000; and under the set of 20th July, 1848, which
extended the period of mani te the year 1800, the
number pepriened was 076, cre are now on the rolls,
under both these nots, § 250 pensiomers, of whom 4 200
were pald [during the first and secomd quarters of the

4ar.
8 At the date of my last report the pumber on the rolls
wan 52564 1f. therefore, we assume the payments during
the yoar as the basls for estimating the number who sur-
vive, It has been reduced to the extent of 1,046.
MEXICAN WAK PENSIONS

The whole number of pensions granted under the vari.
ous aots for the benefit of the widows and orpbans of sol-
dlers who were killea in battle, or died from dissase oon-
tracted in the Mexioan war, is 1,800, and the pumber
now on the rolls is 1.123, being 647 less than at Lhe date
of my last repert.

. WAYY FENEIONS.

A detailed statement of the navy pensions seoompa-
nles the Commissioner's report, from which it will appear
that there wre mow on the rolls 726 invalids, who receive
snpually $46 048 06,

There are also 514 widows, who annually reccive
$101,490 and 48 orphans, who reoeive $6 108,

VIRGINIA HALF PAY COMMUTATION CLAIMA,

The half-pay claims examined and allowed undor the
act of 5th Jualy. 2, rince the dats of the last report,
amounts to $16.964 73, It is supposed that few valid

laima of this cl ter are mow outstunding, Bowme,
however, have been J)rmnul, which, for varlons causes,
hove been suspended.

All claims for commutation pay continue suspended by
my order. until the forther pleasure of Congress shall be
made known on the subject. This order, by its terms will
remain in fores until the close of the next session of Con-

rers, If in the meantime, ne action shall be takem by
amgﬂ‘!l. it may become the duty of the department to
make such disposition of them as justios may seem 1o®

require,
MILITARY LAND ROUNTIES.
During the year ending 25th Oatober, 1852 land war-
;;ﬁu Invla lssued on mecount of revolutionury claims ns
OWE, VIR (=

3 for lleutenants, of 200 aeres sach.,,....... 600 sores.
12 for non eommissloned officera snd soldiers

of 100 neres e86h, .. 000eeieiieisnnssassss 1,200 nores,
135 warrants of 160 acrea each, 15sued under

the scis of Congress of December 24, 1511,

and Junuary, 1812, .. 0vveiiansninnennons s 24,000 nores,

And 7 watrants of 320 aores exch, issued un-
der not of Congreas of December 10, 1614,
CQUALEO . aicaasiiansaneinsboonnansinense 3040 noves

There bave been isrued In the same poriod 39 new oor-
tificaten of right to locate land warrante of 160 aores each,
which irsued under nots of 44th Decembar, 1811. and 11th
January, 1812, but for which no patents have bosn grant-
¢d, 0,940 nores.

Also, two new certifieates of rightgto locate lamd war-
rants of 820 acres each. umder act of Decemnber 10, 1814,
upon which no paient bad issued, 840 ucres

The aggregate of wartanis thus irsned for revolutionary
service, amd service in the war of 1812, 19 82 520 actes,

MEXICAN WAR BOUNTY LAND ACT,

The clslms under the aot of 11th Februsry, 1847, known
a8 tho Mexican land boumty law, which were filed prior
to the 3lst October last mmount to.,.,... 80,377
Filed for gcrip im licw of land bounty.. 4347

03,724

asssann

Number of land warrants lssued..........583,088
Isgued for money and scrip... . 324

the remaining thrae quarters, tha |

| Leaving suspended, for various reasoms.,,.,..... 7,403
The operations during the year under the sume sct are

| m6 follows, vig:—

Applications for Iand.......ovivaieninnnness 3,485
| Hor sorlp OF MODEY ovsvsriasesrisrisnninnee B0
| - BHT6
| Werrante fesued for Iand..ooooiiiiiiinn 2807

| Do. for perip OF THOMEY .vurvvve vrnnsnarnss .
— 2308
Euspended clalme.........o00vuus 1,201

The sumber of sppropriations under the act of 1lth i
Febr . 1847, has imcreased In consequemze of the re- |
peal of the laat provico of the9th seotiom by the passage |
of the sct of of March 1862
BOUNTY LAND Laws oF 28tm serrempen, 1860, avo 2o

ManoH, 1662

'l‘h‘;n -xwat!on ?If: these laws has b.:en steadlly pro-
gree p to the time, ber of guses
Feotived and regirtered amount to sbout 200 000,
| Of which there have beem sdmitted..............140,068
Now on the flles for exsmization ssesnnsnss L

ments; 1o individusls and companiee; for seats of g
ment and public buildings; for military servioss; the
wantity reserved for salines; for the benefit of Indisns;
Individusals, companies and corporstions; the ares

1 atramg, te el

ded for fut ssavencens 58,111

L L TR — [ % ]
‘Warrants are lssued dally for all admiited cases. The

| try. The 1

settiement of our sountry. when the population was thin-
e oy
were .

A ulstion incroased, and the public comvenlonos
minﬂ it mraesrary. these counties were divided sad
subdivided until st the presens day, many of them do
not embrace one twentisth part of their original territory.
This preeess must eontinue to go on for many years to
ecome When, therefore an attempt is made to ascortaln
the progress im weslth snd population of any eounty
thus gt uated reference te its condition at eash rue-
eosrive decennial oenmms, the inquirer is involved in con~
furiem. and will lly lose sl fidence in the mo-
cursoy of the retoroe, unless he has the means of ascer
taining the rubdivistons whioh have takon pluce, sud the
ecounties, or parta of eountien. which have been takem
from those whieh were originally established, and the
daten of (he Fuecessive divisions,

Euch m condensed bistory will also furni:h groat faolli-
tles in tracing the titles to lands, In the State of Vie
plnis. for exsmple, it would be easy to refer to counties
which bave besn recently formed whoso lund titles are to
be found seattered through the records of ten or more
different counties, of which it has from time to time eon-
stituted a part.

The lnws of most of the States require conveynnoas to
be recerded in the county in which. for the time heing,
the Jand lies  To the varions changes which have taken
place by the formation of new counties, & tract of land
may bave been embraced at different times by ten or
more different countles

Every succerslve conveyswee of this land must comse-
quently be reeorded in the office of the county in which
st the date the land was situnted  In seeking. therefore,
to invesiigate the title to s tract of land at the present
duy it often beccmes neceseary not only to aserisin in
what county the land was situsted st the date of the pa
tent, but Lo trace all ita divisions and subdivisions
t.hmuf’hn nlong series of years, gte&:j ll.-q. to the

ent time, in order to ascertaln whether the intermadinte
eonveysnces bave been properly execnted and recorded.
This information esnnot rendily be obtained and the ef-
fort to procure it Is sometimos attended with great labor
and expense. The introductory notices of the ceunties
which it is propored to prefix to the eensus will furnish
it st & glance, and I sm persuaded tha’ there is no por.
tion of the work which will be more scoeptable to the
publlest large. .

18 will certainly reseus from obliviom and perpetunts ln

e

TP
" Before proceeding to present more In detail the viaws
of the dopartment In reference Lo the varlous questions
"’“"{ out of the survey of the bonndary 1 feel it to be
due, alike to mysnl! and the pablis, to correct an inneou-
racy whith arcldentally oecurred in my lsst report in
regard 10 the Istitude of certain points refarred to. which
wartocnsioned by an error of the alerk. who was request-
d to fill two bisuks in the original deaught of the roport,
But, although the error was too palpable to mislesd any
one and susceptible of ready eorrection by referemose to

the matter right upon the record

The mistuke oceurs in the fullowing paragraph. —

“Diffienitics nlvo existed In rogard to the polut whare
the Rio Urande strikes the southern line of New Mexiso.

the wap it appers to be at Istitude 31 degress 45
utes, wh the truv position 14" latitude 32 degrees
22 minutes,

The fucte of the emse are ms follows :—The southern
line of New Mexico s Inid down on the mep of Distur-
well. a8 nenrly as osn be sscertained by mensurement in
latibude N, {2 deg. 223 min, sand the town of El Paso

P by simliar to be In latitude N. 34
deg. 161, min.. snd lovgitude 27 deg 86 min. west of
Washington This would make the line, seoor to
the map. about seven minutes (or seven geographioal
miles) morth of Bl Puso, or » fraction of a minute
north of 34 deg. 22 min., as agreed om by the

sloners,

By actual observatien, however, It was ascertained
that El Paso 18 crropeously placed om the map. both
in nlrﬂ:t to latitude and longltude, its true position

n

beln jin latitude N 81 deg 46 min., or a fraction more
thun heif & dv south of ita position, e marked by
Disturpell, aud in loogitude 29 . 40 min , instend

of 27 aeg. 35 min west of Washington, or two de-
ﬁul spd five minutes west of its position, sesording to

& map

The jaw of the lust session of Congress making the aj
proprifdtion for the continustien of the survey, is in
following words :—

* For rupping and marking the boundary line betwesn
the United Btates snd Mexloo under the tresty of Gau-
inlupe Hidalgo. one bundred and 1 dol

uluu;::'knt pec m:ohm ln“wom-ulli 14

tion ing omn the ry and pr of our sountry.
(ire at pains bave been inken t.nl;wuu perfect nceuracy
in this branch of the work.

It Ir propoeed that In every instance the noties of each
county thall be trapsmitted not only to the olerk of the
eounty, with a view to & compariton with his effiolul re-
eords. but aleo that it ehall be earefully revised by the
proper ezeoutive officers of the State.

Objections have alto been taken to the publisation of
the conrus on the plan proposed, on the ccore of the large
expenss which It would lnvolve.

s grest misspprebension geems to have prevailed on
this subject, 1 bave thought it expedient to institute
inquiries to secertain, first, what would bet he aetual cost
of publishing 1be entire work in the comprebensive form
propoeed by the Euperintendsnt, and in & style creditable
to the government ; and. second what would be ita cost
ar compared with the publication in a greatly inferior
style of the meagre returns of the sixth eensus,

y referenee to the Treasury Department, it has been
aecerinined that the cost of the pu tlva of the sixth
census was an follows ;=

To amount paid Blair & Rires for publichiog
10,000 coples of stutistionl returns of the
BIXRD OEBEUB, L os vt avesosnensasioins rsnras

To smount pald Bluir & Rives, and Allen &
Co , for 80.000 eoples of compendium., ...,

Cobt of DINAINg. . ovovaverresearssrsseanniss 16712 07

Aggregate coet of publication............ $178.803 47

Lippineott & Co. now propose to publish 10,000 coples
of the statistics of the seventh census, in two tolio vol-
umes of one thoussnd pages each, on fine type and paper,
well bound with Russia hucks, for the aggregate sum of
$40.500, being less than ome-third of the amount paid for
the publication of the ¢ixih cenrus  The ohjection, there-
fore, on-the soore of expense is proved to be unfounded,

THE PATENT OFFICE,

The report of the O irni of Patents, whish is
mnde directly to Congress. will eontain full and detulled
stutements of the operations of that b

The rastern wing of the noble structure, erected snd
ultimately to be ured for purposes connected with the in-
dustrial pursults of our eountry, will soon be eompleted

$137,010 64

1 and ready for ocoupation. Eome pregress has alwo been

made upon the basement of the western wlﬁ- and = la

unntity of material bas been collected mum“f:
the vigorous prosecution of the work next apring. The
basement of the principal building bas boen ty im-
yproved by dressing the rough stone of which it was built,
80 us to meke It econform ita genceal sppeacance to
elmilar portions of whe newly erecied building,

There is probably no bureau connected with the gov-
crnment. o whoge operations the public at large fesl
adeeper interest than thoee of the Palent office. It im
inreparably lrrmintedh!llh every int?hul. of our eoun-
ie, the hant, the t
and the farmer are all eoncerned in everything which ﬂ:
minisbes the Iabor of production in any of the depart-
ments of industry  Cur people are eminently praccieal
and ingenious, They are constantly emplo in the
Ciscovery of new means of sccomplishing fmportsnt re-

| #ulte at & diminished oost of time, labor sod money. The

steam engine, the cotton gin, and ihe magnetic telegraph
are strikivg and jmperishable memorials of the rusesss
of the enocess which has attended thelr efforts. In the
en1ly period of our history, when population was sparss
| mmd the pricen of agricultural productions higl. the la-
bor of the sountry was directed mainly to the cultive-
tion of the sofl ~ But. as population piogressively in.
oreater. more sitention is devoted mn_uLniud pursuits.
| mnd the Invention of msehinery. by which the work of
| many may be accomplished by 8 few. Not a day patres

24773 86 |

¥ t y th
lare; provided that no of this sppropristion shall
be used or expended until it sball ba made sutisfactorily
to sppesr to the President of the United States that the
Bouthern boumdary of New Mexioo ia not established by
the commiseloper and sarveyor of the United Btates
further north of the town oslled Paso than the same
l; ln'.ul :Io'ln ln Dieturnell's map, which Is added to the
ealy.!

After mature deliberation, T came to the conclusion
that, under the terms of the proviso to this appropria-
tion, mo paxt of the money sppropriated eould be used or
expendod, and on the 11th day of October, 1862 [ made
s report to you to that effect In which eomelusion you
expressed your Teuce by an t on the
report, dated 13th Ootober, 185

A eopy of that report and endorsement are sppended
to this eommunication,

On the 16th October I addresscd a letter to the Com-
wirsioper, (nclojog a wp‘{ of the report and of your
endorsement and informed bim that it would pot be
prroper for aim to make any forther deafts on the De-
ariment, ss the available funds bhad been cxfansted.

t us | kpew that large smounts of provisions had Leem
sent to Previdio Dl Norte, Huagle Puss and Fort Brown
upporite Matumoros, for the use of the surveying partics
along the course of the Rio Grunde, and an the Commis-
| sloner aud Mujor Emory were in possession of funds

raised upon dralts &n-vlum!: druwn upon the Depart-
! ment, Lloft it to their diseretion whether it would be

best fo dishund the Commirsglon at ones. or Lo continus
their operntiona on the river ss long as the menns st their
dirporal wonld epsble them to maintaio their respective
pariies in the ficld

On this point it wes imporsible for the Departmemt to
form u satisfastory opinlon with the limited information
im its possession. But, as there could be no controversy
in relstlon to that part of the lne, I considered it vory
derirabile not Lo arrest the survey of it. Perem, In-
structions were, however, given to the Commlissioner to
dlscontinue sli iurlher operstions on the southern and
weatern lines of New Mexico, which eonstitute the dispu
ted portivn of the boundary, until farther nstion should
be tsken by Congress. A copy of that letter also sccom-
panles this report.

An there has been pome misunderstandiog in regard to
the course of the Department on the subject of the fnitlal
puint on the Rio Grande. und the line thence, westward,
whioh constitutes the southern boun of New Mexico
1 deem it p to give a full history of all that has been
doue by the
tiom of the reasons which have controlled Its notion. The
treaty of Guadalupe Lidalgn provides that—

“The boundary line between the two republics shall
commenge in the gulf of Mexico, three loagues from land,
epposite 1he mouth of the Itio Grande, otherwlse ealled
the Kio Bravo del Norte, or opposite the mouth of ita
derpest branch. if it should have more thun one bravch
| emptying direetly into the sen; from thenee up the mid-

dle n’thlt river, fullowing the deepest ehannel, where it
| hes more than ons, to the polat where it strikes the
| wouthernm boundary of New Mexico; thence weatwurdly,
along the whole houthern boundary of New Mexioo,
which runs north of the town called Paso ) tolts westarn
termimation: thence northward slong the weetern line
of New Mexieo, until it i te the tirst t i
| niver Giils; (or, if it shiould nol int t any b n of
| that river, then to the point on the said line nearest to
| ruch braneh, and thence ins direst line to the same;)

thence down the middle of the sl branch snd of the
sald river. until It empties into the Rio Colorado; thence
across the Hio Colorsdo, following the dlvision lue be-
| tween Upper mad Lower Caltfornis. to the Pacific ocean.

“The southern and western llmits of New Mexiso wen-

tloned In this articic ars thoss luid down in the msp en

]

without fornisbing some evidence of this faet i the form | titied * Map of the United Mexlonn States, e organized
of applications for pstents for important lnventions and | gud defined by various scteof the O of said re-
dircoveries The mecbanical Interest has therefore be- blip, and econstructed -:mrding to_the best suthorl-
eome one of grest maguitude. snd it i= justly entitled e g:u: 1evieed editien, published at New York In 1847 b
all the protection and which can be b d . Dist ' of whish map & eopy is added to th
bﬁ Cong; 1y with the p of the con- | treaty. busring the signatures and seals of the under-
stitotion. | tigned pienipetontisrics; and In ordsr to precludesil
The general principles of our patent system seem to | gifficulty in tracing upon the ground the limit separstiog |
approbation, and to have been | Upper from Lower Oslifornis. it is agreed that the lll!

bave met with universal
attemded with beneficent

va ; the of ber of new tlons smounts te about one hun-
mﬂ: granted 10 each State; the quantity granted | dred per day.
for dpurpwel:lﬂlthltohluunmnzlmgnn- The q ity of land required to s the warramts
wsold and uuppml;;hkd | issued up to the lat of N ber. 1852, ta to
The report of Dr D D, Owen, on the of Wis- | 0 635320 meres, which, at the minimum price of §1 25 per
orneip, Iows, and Minnesots, s now in press, In meeord | aere, would be worth $12.419,160,
ance with the direstions of Congress, and a large nomber Under the aot of 32d March, 1854, there have besn re-
o['l:Tm will be delivered early in the session, Itis bs- | osived and ed 7,060 oases, of whish there have
Lie that the work itself and the siyle of its publiea- been admiti 2.041, leaving still to be acted on 5314,
tion. will be satisfactory to the public. To satisfy the clatms lasued usder this act, 143,600 scros

- The final report of Messre Foster & Whitney, on the
meology of the Lake Euperior region, will probably be
Ill&mdto Congress during ita sessl

No progress bas yet been made by the department le
the execution of the act of Congreas of the last session,
providing for the redemption of Virgiaia land warrants
with United States serip, reerivable in psyment for the
public Iands, the Etate of Virginin not having yet exe-

- guted the deed of relingquishment. &o, req by the
law. EBhortly after the e of the set, I addressed
the Governor of Virginia om the subject, and in reply was
informed that it wonld be brought to the stentiom of the

islature, which is now in sessfon.  As soon s the de-
partment shall have been efficiully advised that the State
of V hus complied with the terms of the law,
prompt measures will be taken for its exseution,

In consequencs of the alleuations made in the year
1837, of errors and imperfect o+ of the publie surveys
in the Greensburg distriet in e Htate ot Louisisua, ti
land :‘ﬁ? .f:lrnd I;‘ dintti:r. W been vlrtnlg‘l.ruo:zw:
since tha . Many of 1" re surveys authoriz

L4 A havi -Ecl 1 b{

of land will be required

The report of the eommistioner eomtalns some impor- |

tant suggestions in regard to ed chamges in the
laws nﬁ;; to pensons., In addition to thm‘“ﬂmy
alluded to, 1 would invite your particular sttention to the
propriety of re-tnsctisg & provielon requirisg biennial
imations, by petent ical ofioers, of sl Invalid
nsionere. and » a8 to the condition of their
ealth, The law of 1810 contaived & provision of vhis
kind which was found to work well in practies. but it was
incautiously repenled by the nct of 4th July, 1832, Bome
such m is imdisp ble to protect the g nment
against imposition
No materlal reduction has been made in the elerical
forcs of the Pemsion Office slnos the date of my last re-
port ; but aa the bounty land oases wili soon be dispored

resulis in prastice, Binee the
orgapization of the office, In 1836, it has sdvsnoed with
rapid strides At that date one “ examining slork”’ was
enabled to make all the preliminary inv ans which
were required to asc whether the sppiicant wes en-
titled to a patent; but such has been the ineresse of the
business. that six primcipal examinsrs and as many asslat-
anta are not mow able to kesp withit The mumber
of models in the office on the 1st day of January. 1658,
was 1.000. In the bvﬂuit&:f the year 1851, they had
fmoressed to 17.207, and st alose of the presemt year
they will fall but littls short of 23.000. I they should
continue to lncrease In this proportion. making no allow-
ames for the sugmentation eonsequent on the inersass of
population by the close of the present century they will
amount te 160.000. and the whole of the pressnt patent
office edifice will net be sufficient for their convenient

Iny.

‘0 provide sga net this contingency, as well as to no-
ecmplirh other im nt resuits, I respsotfully proposs
that the Commissioner of Patents be nquind’m have
mprul for publication a eareful soalytical and deserip-

index of all discoverios and Inventions whish have
ted panied by socurste deseriptions nod

of, the services of many of the olerks can Dbe disp
wilh st an carly day. ke
| INDIAN AFFAIRS,

For Jetafled Information in to the sondition of
cur Indlan reistions I rerpee y refor Lo the report of
the O imal of Indisn AfTsira,

the set of 20th of August, 17 P
the necessary steps have bLe . recsntly taken to bring
thore lands into murket st ns - iy » doy s practicable,
Pufficient progress haviog - 0 made in in the pablic
surveys in Uslifornis and Or. .o, I respectfolly recom.
mend the extension of the pi. «nt Innd aystem over the
agricultural Innds, and the « Wishment of land offces
for their dirposal. With re; i1!o the minaral lands in
the ree dati

In my last annoal eommuniostion T explained, some-
what at large, my views of the poliey which should regu-
late vur intercourse with the teiben. It was in
substanse, that our efforts shouid be directed to thelr

civilisation, snd the smeliorstion of their sondition, |

rather than to measures of coerclon. It is nos enly mere
Jjust and humans, but mere scomomieal. to win themn by

Oalifurnia, 1 beg leave to rep-
tained in my lust anpoal re: o with the medifioation
that the privilege of winiog o restricted to citizens of
the United Btates. or those 1 cons who may bave de-
clared their intention to be: e such,

rice,

L L T
The report of the Commi. ‘vanr of Pensions containg
regard to the t ti

and to sge them to engage in pastoral
and sgricuitural pursuits, snd ulsh thelr l’nnula

sud predatory life, than te subdoe and restraim them by |

military foree I still sdhers 30 theas opimions, and re-

specifolly refer to my last report for & more detailed |

exposition aLthtn.

am to the treati ﬂ:.l l.hllmu_ Indians

full and exact information !
of that « Mce, with many v o (ble suggestions of swmend-
ment of the lnwe which o ive the serious somsiders.
tiom of the legislative depar went of the government,

This burean bas charge of the bowntles sonferred by

# on thows who Bave been nnp{:c in the military
of the country. whether given in land or money.

Pendlons or preunisry bounties have besn granted to
alx alaspos ¢f peracos,

Firat, to soldiera of thie revoluti 'y WAT; d tc
widows of revolutionsry soldiers; third. to imvalid sel-
diern; fourth, to widows aad orphans of soldiers in the
Mexiean war; fifih, to ocertain clavses of persons in the
:ﬂm -vgiu; rixth, Vigginia half pay and commutation

man

The whole number of pensiomers now sn the rolls. ex-
slusive of navy pen:ioners fs 18,808, being 748 less than
the number reported in 1851,

The number ndded to the rolls sinee the last annwsl
weport in 4 011, of which & large proportion eonsists of im-
walld peasioners and the widows and orpbans of those
who died of wounds or disease ted in the Mexi

war
The deaths of §23 ‘muﬂfmm of varlous classes have
been reposted within luat year.

The ¢xpenditure on sccount of pemslons simee the lasy
report, ns far as it-can  be aspertained from the Treasury
Department. is about $1.600,000, embrmsing many claims
allowed before the close of (he {ast, but pald within the
Ppresemt yaar.

The expence of the system eontinues mearly the sama
s in former yoars. nor e It Lkely to Le diminished uatil
Qongress shall by further legislation apply the corrective

80 mapy of {8 abuses,

In my Inet report [ enllad your attentioa to the pro-

.ldl!al.v of _em.‘

the law soss t3 conflne the bamefits
the penilom lsws to thoss who rendered the servise,
and un: widows and misor ehildrem of puch as wire
dend; and alro to the necessity of edopting mere efllcient
m&ures Lo prevent fraude under the varlcus pension
. was done by Congress Im rofarence te
wither of these I:&uu, 1 respectiuliy present thom again
b ere m:ﬂ he Molen! fi vl
racertainly eaa be mo sufflolomt reasom for gi
to adult chilidren or enlinternl rointives.of & decsssed H:f
dier  bomnty for his mllitary servioss. The pellcy of the
Iaw should be to assume, to some extont. the paticral ob-
aticon of the decessed soldier to su, his wifo and
ainor eblldeon i the event of hix in the publis
pervice; but there can bo no vaild clalm om the justios or
bonnty of the government to go farther, ned make pre
visicn for those whom he s7as ander no ebligation to -

The ennctment of mors stringent laws to provent the
tiom of frands on the government, alee domands
foun nt of 0o Sontoely

prampt and us ETo e,
s month elap:es wichout the detection and sxposure of
the busest attempts at lwpositbon by fraud, porjery, and

”ﬁu%pm of the comntry the business has boen
reduced to a system, and hodies of men have sonfedarns.
ed for the purpose of earcyiog inbe effeot thelr nefarioas
:Pom by means so axtful as Lo render doteotion almost
‘Olﬂr‘lﬂ“ #pared by the Dapartment and tha
Penalon Offies to discover and fmnr:r“t.h purpose of

$heps . but in I de'eets Im the

law, it is not always possible to bilog theg te justies.
REVOLUTISNANY PEMBIONERS.

e

o

1383 r-h?:ll the

in M} which wers prop y the te, have
besn rubmitted %o the preper authorities of the tribes,
and aceeded to by them, snd their stle to s valusble dis-
triet of eountry bus therw ext L

In consequemen of the reyjeetion of all the treatiss which
hnd heen megotisted with the Indisn tribes resident In
Californis and Oregom, our relations with thum sre of &
very unseitied ana charagtor. It i believed
that thoee treatics were rejected, not so much on sscount
of objections to thelr deialls, as to the leading principies

euibirsoed in them. which secured partieular distelets of |

country fer the exclusive pency of the lIndl
Until the Benate shall have snnounesd some lins of
Elle, to be pursued on that subject, it would ba worse
an useless to sttempt farther negotistions If the
Indians are to be removed out of Califoruis and Orsgon,

it will ba for to say po, and to provide for them
sume place of . Or, if any particular distriots of
country within limits, more remote from the settle-

ments of the whites are to be set spart fer them, It is
preper thet Congress, which 18 alone lnvested with the
power of dispesiog of the public domain, should make |
thie neoerrary provisione om the sulj=et, |
The departmsnt hae endeavered assiduounly 4o conelll-
ate the Indinns by kindwess, and to prevent Bostill- |
ios which we junt ssuse to spprehend  Bo far these
afforta bave been in a monsure suocessful. There is
rencon te fear howerer. that If messures are not speedily
adopted to declsre by law what in to be the axtent of
the rights of the Indians, and te protect them frem ag-
gression, eellisiens and bloodehed will snsme. '
The removal of the remnant of the tribs of Beminsle
Tndinns ban long been s cherished ohject of the govera-
masnt and the department bas spared no pains to sceom-
pliahiit.  Admenished by experience of the cost of blood
and ireasure whickh must sitend the reperition of the at-
tempt Lo expel them military foree, it wos theught to
be mare coveistent with hnmaoity and sound policy to |
try the effect of peaceful m . A spocial sgent was |
theaefore employed to g mmong them and avar te |
induoe them to emigrate voluntarily |
To glve grester furce to hin reprecentations of tha be. |
| mafita lhely to rnaue from such & messure, he Look wi
bim & delegation of Beminole Indians who had pmlwuz
temoved tolbe eountry west of the Misstemippl Their |
united persuarioms have had the effect whish waa satiol- |
ted aod ressnily eeversl of the princlpal chiefs of the
here ack

| sent year it will be waay

besm ROCOMm y
drawings which will fully explain ths prinoiples and prac-
tical operstiom of the aﬂijrat of the patent. The advan
tages of ruch nguhllul!un would be «lmost inosiculabile,
It would mot only tuste Lhe Invention wd,imnr‘y
by avolding the tiea by fire and other oauses hut it
wounld multiply and diffuse among the peopls at large the
rpecifieations and descriptions, amd substastislly brieg
home to every neighborheod to which a copy of the work
might be semt the benefits of the Patent Office, In mush
the larger number of cares, the necessity of preserving
and displaving the models would be obviated. The pages
of the &nwrhn report would be a safer and more conve-
nient depository for them than the cabinetsof the Patent
Office. and they would be necessibie to every body. In.
ventors in remote parts of Lthe country would be placed
| omamequal footing with those
government
vieunlar olass of machji . Instead of belng ¥ to
make a journsy to Washington to #ee what had already
beem done I that department of the arte. they could st
opee turn to the ansiytical index and ssoertaln what pro-
grees had been made by others,

Under the present system it not unfrequently hap-

g:m that ingenloas P"wm haviog conceived what they
lieve to be & new ides. which, wgm oarried into prasc-
tice will be of greatl value, of their tima,

employ muech
e |

Iavor and money in perfecting jom. and when
it is finished they oome to Washington filled with the
bope of those rewards which erown the labors of the suc-
cessfal inventor. Their application for a patent is pre-
sented and submisted to sn experienced and akiifnl ex.
sminer, who pmln;'.‘l) refers the anxious lxrllnnt to a
drawipg or & model, whioh shows him that his ideas have
been sutiolpated by amother, and reduced to prectioe
many years before, Nose but those who have taken
riun to imguire imto the subject ean form an adequate
des of the amount of time, money and lsbor which is
| uselessly nded under elroumetasess like these Lo say
nothing of the anxisty of mind and heart, siekening dis-

sppuintment. all of which might be saved If such s de- |

scriptive index us 1 propose were rendily socessible tothe
ubiie  The publieation of it would aiso tend Lo Atimu-
afe the Jnventive genlus of the country, snd lsad not

osly to the develoy t of mew L nanes,

but to valuable lmprovemenis upon 1

read® been brooght into prectical

Iy lm'tuurg

walue in t

fom, [t is hard.
to sdd that such & work would be of great
¢ investigation by eourts of justies of legal

| eontroversies involving the rights of patente-s

When the Index in complsted up to the close of the pre-

appendiz to the ordisary report.from the Patent (Mlise to
fuynish & complete reevrd of the Inventions and discove.

ries of esch sudcessive year
To b of valoe, seah an Index should he by a
person fully eompetent to the tesak and illusirsted sod
printed, and bound im & style worthy of the subject and
of the wation, 1t wauld doubtiess be attended with
Inrge sxpenre. but it could readily be paid out of the
bing on the national trea-

residing mear the seat of
dﬂhmlhdrﬂmﬂ;}m were turnsd to s par- |

Ihlah':ot‘;'t al- |

anannval publioncation of am |

Hmit ehall eomsist of & straight line drawn from the mid
| die of the Rio Grands, where it nnites with the Colorado,
to a point on the evast of the Pacifie coean, distant ome
warins lnguond'n routh of the n&utt:mut uli"mn::d of r.x

of Eam ego, toom'dhﬁ @ plan po
mn in the :rﬂ': 1782, on Jusn Pantoga, secord
mailing maeter of the Bpanish flset, and published at Mad-
1id tm the year 1802, In the atlas to the voyage of the
sshoopers Sutil and Mexicans, of which plsn s copy is
hereunto added, signed and sealed by the respective
plenipetentinrien.

“In order to des te the boundary line with dus pre-
cislon. upom autboritative maps, and to estublish upon
the ground lamd marks which sball show the limits of
both republics, as deselibed in Lhe present article, the
two goverpments shall sach appoint & commissioner snd
a surveyor, who, before the expiration of one year from
ihe date of the excbange of ratifications of this treaty,
thall mest at Lthe port of Ban Diego, and progeed to rum
and mark the sald boundar
mouth of the Rlo Bravo

treaty. and shall bave the rane foree as if it were inserted
thereln. The two go te will amicubly agroe re-
|udiﬂ;;m. may be meccesary to these porsens. and also
aste m}uﬂ.lu escorts, should such be noonssary.
“The b Y lime hliskied by this artiele shall be
trhl:g'murly respected by each of the twa republics, and no
[

| and free consent of both nations, lawtully given by the
neral government of each, in conformity with its own
constitution
| In pursusuee of these stipulations, after haring com-
leted the rurvey of the line from the Paciflc ooast to the
Junetion of the Gila and the Colorado rivers, the joint
| Ccmmiseion resssembled at El Paso in Decomber, 1560,
| Bo for as this Depurtment i» advized, the southern
;m:]u-n] of N;!l!dﬂnlm was, “i““ dste of the u;:u.;
uadslo algo, & mers Imaginary geographioal
line. which g:d never been rurveyed or m.:,rm under the
| suthority of the Mexican government, The point where
| this line strikes Rio tirande had never been desigoated
| with precision. und it eould therefore be sscertained mI{
| by determining its relative poeltion to other points whic
| were known and determined  Moach comtroversy aross
on this ssbject, and eertou. acprebensions were at one
. time entertained whether tho Commissioners sould eome
| tosny satisfuclory ment,
| Flually, however, they agreed that it should be estab-
llshed iw Istitude N. degrees 21 minutes, and oo the
24th April 1861, the Commissioners, and other persons
| sitachid to the comminssion, amembled on the ground,
| and it was pnhliolgopmlllnd that that should be the
initisl polut of boundary on the Rio Grande, and &
| monument was erected to mark the spot,
| A wristen eonvention to that effeot was also drawn up
and wigned by the two Oommissloners and by the sur
| weyor on the part of Mexico, and by Lieut, A, W. Whip-

ple, the "“"‘F survevor on the part of the United Blates. |

At the dateof this convention. Mr A. B. Gray who had
beem appointed surveyor on bebalf of the United
Btates. hud mot arrived at El Paso. and, to avoi

| that Lieut, Whipple, who was the actiog surveyor, should
officlate im bis plues. When Mr Gray jolued the Com-
mispioners, bont the 10th of July, 1€61, be was requested
by Commirsioner Bartlett. out of abundant caution to
| sttsch bis signature to that com lom. so as to
all porsible chisetlon which might be raiced te the ngree-
ment, on the gronnd that it bad not been authentiosted
| im exnet oonformity with the words of the treaty. Mr.
Gray. however. refosed to sign the agreement, and that
faet was communieated to this department by & despatsh
| from the Commissioner
| Ar 1 foresaw thet any diffieulty whieh might arise on
| this point would neocesearily affect our relations with
Mexieo, I felt it to be my duty to bring the subject to
the attention of the late Eecretary of Btate (Mr, Webster,)
| and to sk his advice as to what course It was mp« for
me to pursue. 'We examioed the provisions of the treaty
| together. and comeurred in the opiofon that the commia.

paten fund, without g on
sury. and 1 can comesive of ma purpose to whkick that
fund cowld be applied which would be more seceptable

| to inventors. and in all uﬁ::mnpm. as ln par-
e

priusting end diflusing
and punlm to the public a fall desoription of the sx-
?“l‘l’Lﬂﬂ:’ n of lih. mechanie arts snd the kindrsd
' » our

larida tzibe virited Washingron. and while

| ledged in wilting their obligntion to remove Late sd. |
wlees from the specinl agent assurs us that they still ad-
here to their engagement; that & merting of the tribe has |
been oslled to muke the necemary preparations; and that |
thelr | way be ¥ expoetod st an early |

day.
-guh & resalt will bs & matter of mueh Intarest to the |
poople of Florlda, ae it will not ouly relleve them from

apprebension of danger to their and property,
' I:rm will ll'prl an uliuln i!llriﬂ! o oonutry Igl' wollle-

|

ment and oultivation, !
The repcat of the Sw::?:;;;dnt of the Census will '
shaw that the greater part of the labor of somplling and
elassifylng the returns has been comploted; and the pub-
lication oan now he d. as the can be
finlsbied nud placed In the hands of the publisher from
e e
"n
b o additional

|
n rintlon of fifty |
Deoseeary “p"mp the nm;

3 Nog 1o |
_-uﬂﬁ::“‘l-:‘hb:
usefsl In thesmly |

The 10pert of Mr, Stantbury on Lhe London Tndusteial
Exlibition of 1801, wwh!s‘l"ll.'luthl was made in my
last avnunl Teport, has Leen delayed by causes beyond
hiscsntrol 1t will be ready to be lald befors Jongress
im the conrse of & fow woeks, and will doubtiess be s va-
luable and intervcting doenment,

MEXICAN BROUNDARY,

The latett advices from the Commisslonse sontaln the
ful. ing fntelligence that the purvey of the rivor Gila,
rom ita wee with the Celorado te the poist whore
it strikes the wostern boundary of New Mexiso has been
etmpleted Much Jngms has alio been made in the
Fur of the Mo Gragde  When laet Leard from, the
m %, nnder e lwmediate command of o Emory,
fimished (he wark, from Lhe polot om by the
Eugle baser a1 s prestamed sha by tais (e the sor |

H t b presmmed by 1] sur-

vey han bosa compiated nt lesst two- Lhlrds of the distance

down the soures of the river.

I am not awars tbat any Carther p has beea
mdu!ﬂhmzaﬂha porions of liso whiek
lie between and ths (ifla, and whish con.
stitute e weaters houndsrien of New
Mexice, mmbﬂl:;n , Bowevar, for that

nrpose; possible it bave beon rm
hﬂ“m-mmlhmawmﬂm |

of their labors, |

alonie were empowered to decide apon all dirputes
| whieh might arise In regnrd to the boundary, and that
| the surveyocrs were mete miniatsrial agents to onrry lnto
| effect the deol doms of the commisloners, and to suthen-
| tieate them by thelr atures. We regarded the relative
: fupctions of commissionsrs and Aurveyors as

| & strong anl.ln'{‘u the duiles of & commissloner an

| surveyor sppointed under am order of ocourt, to make
| rﬁtirm & tract of land between two Jeint owners, Tt
| Ju the provines of the fenl to decide where the
| dividing line shall run and of the surveyor to run sud
| murk it o conformity with his deoldion.
| The signatures of beth, however, are

very ly re

properly re-
quired to suther tieats the roport, and to show that It ear. |
[ In eonfurmity with | Thik EXTENSION GF THE CAPITON AND RECONATRUCTION oF

reatly seta forth the setion of both.
(L view of. the subject, the feerctary of Btate advised
me to request Mr. Gray to sign the agreement fixing
| the initial point, and & [ettor to that effect was accord.
ingly addressed by me to Mr. @ray on the 8lst day of
Octobar, 1551
Ag tho objaet of thin letter seams to have been mimun
whoee opini titled to |

many p are
| rerpect, 1 the prosent a sultable ocossion to remove

all doubts on"tbe subjeot. In my judgment neither the
Imtmmdl.l:l' | .mr{h- tive, nor Com-

ha power control the astion of
g:’lﬁ-:: M"ﬁ:ﬁﬁ"ﬁ: of Guadalupe Hi. |

m1 to perform the duty of d marking |
::.;"-Mu d‘.:h‘-uh" llnllnlhw-n“ 7::1:
Theen ofieers thelr anthority from the treaty
ibeald, which in the -lof.e.k lz mh"ﬁ
tien. smd not from rei peetive govermmenta, |
fusctions are those of srbitraiors, snd heir deelsion is in |

the wap. | avall myself of the earliest opportunity to put = th

epartment in regard to it, and an explana- |

of the |

in its whole course.to the |
| Norte. They shall keep |
journals. and make out plans of their operations, and the |
result agrend wpon by them shall be desmed a part of this |

pge ehall ever be made therein, sxoent by the express |

d the |
delny nnd inconvenfence which would emeua from await- |
| iug bir wrrival. it was agreed by the two Commisdoners |

nature of am award. which neither party
anide; udnu!ﬂlll‘ by the terms of the treaty It Is
exprearly atipulated ** the result agreed on by them
shall be dermed n part of this treaty and shall have the
same foroe as If it were Inserted therein
In viow of this elear and distinet rrovidon, for the ob-
servance of which the pational fuith has been snlemnly
pledged the Dopurtment of the Intarlor has ot elaimad
or exercls d nuy right to interfere with the sellun of the
eommbssioners It bas » xprossed no official opinios as to
tho sarrectnoss or inooreect e of the polot agreed upom
by the eommisiloners as to the nnlog point on (e
Kio Grapde of the southern line of New Mexico snd if |
| had been patisfied that thoir deolslon was elearly errone.
ons. | did not eoneelve that it was sompetent for me to
alter or modify iu any partioular what bad been dene by

el
With the distinet declaration of the treaty befors me,
that * the result agreed upon by them shall be deemed a
purt of this trenty. sod shall bave the same foros as if it
were inserted therein ' it would bave Leco strange if 1
bad asserted puy such right

| But it bas been contended that the letter to Mr. Gray
| mecessnrlly lnvolves such n pretension [ certainly had
no such purpose in writing thst Letter ; on the oontrary,
my object was clearly to intimate to Mr. Gray thet be
had ueither eorqual powers with the commissioners, nor
supervisory control over (helr metion, snd that. altheugh
his signature might be necessary for the formal authenti.

| Beebr & Co,, of New York When

sent the first specimen of & Foomn construsted entirely of
Iron. wnd | think ! may sdd thet. for eouvenlence sud
bewuty of arrangement, it will bo without s rival,
workman:hip s of the e { sdwirsble quality; and when
we look st it e 12 now stands  sod retlest thal 18 sonsists
of wote than ten Lhouratd separate plecos, of &8 aggre-
gate wolght of four hupdred tene. and thet it wes placasd
18 Washington and vxecuted o New York, more than
two humdred miles irom the hell be whiel It wus to be
planad. and wiwn we «ne Lhut svery part of it Atatogstser
with the precision of sabinet work, we are &t & losw
whether to neriba most. hosoe sud praise to the gemioe
and tasle of Lhe srohiteot who cosecived and marksl oot
the derign. or 1o Ui skill sl Bdelity of Lbe suatracters
who peririued the work

The aume Lo the outslde of the westarnfront of
the Capitol, by the e of Desember. L1RS1, shioh was
more e xtensive than was at hest aupposed, has besn res

sired, and the building rendervil we permunemt wnd (res
me blemish as before the nooiisat cosurred.

HOUAES FOR THE VIUK FReBIDEST 490D CANINET,
Beforo cloving this, my lust sanusl report, | fesl ing
pelied, by u sence of publio ddty to invite your stteatio
to smcther subjecs, to whish umder dilforemt clreuas

eation of the convention Lotween the two « Ansl "
it was not essential to ite validity, in like manner as the
sigmature of the Clerk of the Bupreme Court of the United
| Btates may be nocessary to a formal certifleste of & judg-
ment of the eourt to an Inferfor tribunal ; and yet the
abgence of that slgnature doos not In anywise affect the
valldity of the judgment iteelf.

The oljection to the setion of the department procesds
upom the idea that the inal t iated by the

st I would mot have sliuded.
1 refer to the ?lonluly of an priation by Caong

of a sum suflicient to erect and faraish suliable hous
for the scoommodstion of the Viee Prestdent of the
United States and the membeis of the Cablmet. At the
time our goveroment went into operstion and the sals-
ries of those officers wers tixed bﬁ:"’. thay were adequate
for their comfortable suppory tin eunsegwense of the
ket increass of the pupply of tha piesious metals sand

o

treaty of (usdalupe Hidalgo consisted of four maml
¥ig.;—two commissioners and twb surveyors, all possess-

® exp of the currency by means of banks. the re-
I’.uL;ln value of monsy has been @ mwush redosed

img equal powers, If ruch be the troe {om of

now i« not worth much more
i was at that time. The oost of house

th

the treaty, then I acknowledge 1 have, In with
Lhe .I.nte Beorotary oLIlutﬁ and his predecessor, (Mr,
n,) misand 1 its proviel

It will be reccllected that the treaty of (usdalupe Hi-
dalgo, which was procisimed on the 4th day of July. 1848,
was negotisted and concluded under instruetions isened
by Mr. Buchanan. The commission to run and mark the
boundary line was organized under his immediste super.
vislon, by the sppointinent of Mr, Weller as om-
erand Mr Girsy aa purveyor,

That My, Rughaoan did not regard the surveyor as pos.
semsing equal powers With the commissiomer, or ns belng
an associate commissloner, (s 0bylous trom the faot that
all his instructions sa to the mode of perforiglog that
duty were addressed to the commisloper alone and not
to the commist joner and surveyor jointly. The language
of the instroetions tends alro strongly to repel such n
presumption. In hi- letter to the comunissioner, under
date of February 18. 1540, he says ;=

“ An you will be held responsible for the sble and faith-
ful execution of the important trust eonfided to you by
this article of the treaty. the President deema It proper
toleave Lo you the organizstion of the commission !

Again he esys in the same letter:—'In organizing the
eommixion, you wre referred for any information which
i:l: may deem necesrary to Andrew B, Gray, Esq, who
been lp[mlulnll surysyor,'

After thy sransfer of this service from the 8'ate Depart-

rent.
vislons, fuel, and Indeed of all the necessarien of u,"
Warhington. has risem to puch & degree ns to require
muost rigld economy to sesble the members of tha Usbimet
and the Vieo President to live withim their Inoome.

As far a8 my observation hes axtended, fow, if any of
them, have abls to do se. This evil la inoreasing
every year, and if measures are pot adopted to arrest I,
the duy Is not far divant whea men of moderste

&3

I
bat in all respects Ntted to rerve the publie In hh.m
responsibile pluces. will be deterred from mpﬂ* them
by the heavy pecuniary loss to which they must inevita-

biy be subjested. 1 am tar from wishing to see extrava-
aut salnries pald to public offieers; but I think the la-
¢ 15 worthy of hia hire, and I sm sure the American
people would mot di*!re 19 see the publlo fumetionsries
Impoverished In their sorvion They are v that they
¢hall receive such compensation s will o them to
live In & style beeoming their pesision. without invading
their private resources  Toe high offfees of the sonntry
should be open to the poor as well as to the rich; but the
practicsl ¢ fluet of the pressnt rale of compe will
soon be to exclude from the exsentive eounchls all who
mnat ntple resources udvpendently of their official
o,

After much reflection, [ have eome to the comolusion
that the best means of remedying the avil will be to srest
suitable bouses for tae Vien President and the members
of the cabinet, und provids them with the necessary fur-

m4ai 16 the Department of the Interior, my pr
Mr. Ewing, rnl.rntrlng the interpretation which bad buen
given tothe treaty by the Department of Biste, directed
all Lil# Instructions to the sommiscloper alone, and uot to
the commistioner and surveyor jolntly; wnd [ have con.
tinued to purrue the same coures

The reccrds of the departmant eontain nothing to _Dhow

niture, fuel. and lights Thers are many ressons whish
| might be urged in fuvor of thls mesause, but it will an-
swer my purpose barely to ailuds bo s few of them.

Upon every chanye of sdminiatration, or in ease of the
dewth or recignstion of members of the enbimet, their
successors, often from remots parts of the counmtry, find
th 1

that white Mr. Weller Leld the offies of
there was any claim set up hy the surveyor to be an as-
posiate commissioner, or to hwve power to revise and an-
nul the ofcial st of the commissioner by wichholding
his sigoature from the record of them. The records
show that the surveyors did not participate In the dell
berations of the joint commission. They performed none
of the functions of commissioners and gave no votes upon
any controverted questions. The enmmissioners alone
deelded upon every question involving the exerelss of
judgment, and the surveyors were the o ive agonta to
run and wark the line, in conformity with the principles
establiched by the comminsiomers,

The furveyors did not even attend the sesslons of the
eommirtion oxcept when their presence waa required to
glve Information to the commisal or to authentieat
the neeersary records na raquired by the trealy, .

In confirniation of this view of the relative dusies of the
comminloner and surveyor It 18 proper to remark that
the elauen in the treaty of Gusadalupe Hidalgo, which
rrnl'ldl-r tor » commission to run wud mark the dividing

ine between the two countries, is s literal transeript, ex-
cept as to names, of the convention for murking the
boundsry betwean the United Simtes and Texas, eon-
cluded om the 25th of April, 1538. The provislons of that
treaty are ag follows :—

“ Art, 1. Each of the contrscting parties shall appoimt
a commissioner and surveyeyor, who shall meet before
the termination of twelve months from the exchange of
the rutifiestion of this eonvention st New Orleans, and
proceed o run and mark that portien of the sald bound.
ary which extends from the mouth of the Babine, where
that river coters the Gulf of Mexico, to the Red river.
They shall make out plang wod keep journnls of their
proceedings. and the reault sgreed upon by them shail be
eonsidered ne part of Lhis convention, and shall have the
sume force as if it wers insarted therein
| *The two govermnents will amicably agree respecting
the neeessnry articles to be furnished to those persons,
| amd nlko as to their respective escorts, should such be

deemed neccrsary '
| Under this convention, John I, Overton was appointed
| eommissioner, snd Johin K Cotway surveyor on toe part

lves embarrarsed in obtainieg, evem st am exor-
bitant price, s suitubl i for th and
families

They are then sompelled to oxpend at least one year's
ralary im furnishing their establishment, and are, conse-

uently, obliged to draw wpon their private resonroes for
3»- means of subsistence Much of their time and stten-
tion is escupled by these domeatic concerns which might
be more profitably devoted to the public Interests, A&
the elose of thelr terms thoy are forced to d.:;sau of thele
househield effects at » ruinous ssorifiee. retarn L8
thelr homes Impoveriched in fortune, snd with the un-

fous reflection that while bave deveted theld
¢ and talents to the publle e, thelr ceuntry hat
refused them even the meanas of support.

It may be eald in reply thut there iz no obligation on
&Y ove to acespt thero positions, and i they do so, they
must ablde by the conwquences of their own sets. In
one pense this Istrus, Therels mo legal obligation em
sny one to ac ept an offisinl pesition. Hut thers Isn
high moral and patriotle obiigation on every eitiszen to
contribute his service to his onultrﬁ when it msy ba re-
quired. and thers ia & resiprocal obiigation on the soun-
try not to allow him to suller in his prirste fortune by
thut service,

Uy furnishing the heads of departments and Vise-
President with T:nu.nm their present sainties will be ade-
juate for their pupport, They wiil be freed from the
estes wnd cost of fitting up an establishment for & mere
tem ry ure and be enshied te devote thelr whole time
to the duties of their ofices  They will be placed in &
eondition of comparative independrmre by belng relleved
from the prospect of & heavy sscrifios by the sale of thelr
eftects npon the terminstion of their official eomncction
with the government. The heads of depurtment, instend
of being seattored vvor the oity will be brought nearar te
each other, and to the President snd be ensbled to eon-
fer togsther witbout inconveniemoe. And at the close of
their terms they will leave the seal of government wilh
the kpowledge that If they buve not added to they have
st least not obliged to rubtraet from thelr private
resourees.

From ertimates which I have caused to be made, T am

Urfied that lote eculd be bought and eight sabstantial

| of the United States; and Memuoan Hunt
| and G. W Bmyth. (and subsequently Audrew B. Gray,)
| wurveyor onthe part of Texna

| The following extracts from the instrueticns given by

Mr. Forsyth, tteu Becretary of 8tate of the United Stutes,
to “Joun H, Overton, ¥aq,, commissionsr for marking the
beundary line botween Texas and the United Btntes,” will
thow what the Depastment them u to be th
nuature and oxtent of the powers of the commissioner and
NULYEYOTi—

o LI';on yourself. jolotly with the Texan commissioner,
will devoive the dutles of dueting the p linge of
the ecmmission, of instructing the surveyers on hoth
| mides as to thelr actunl operstions in the field, and of as-
| sigoing to the clerks the duties pnrut urmhlnln; to
| their offiees  If any question sheuld arise from conflict-
| ing views between youiself and the Texan commissioner,
the duty will be yours carefully to investigate the
grounde of your own opinions, and when fully convineced
of thelr correctoess, and of the falrness of the clajms
which they will induee you to set up on the part of the
| United Btates, toadvooate their adoption by every pro-

per argument drawn from the letter nod spirit of the pro-

wislons of the treatios, A it would not be consis;ent
| with the established privoiples of the govsrnment to ad
| wanoe sny pretensions omthe part of the United Statis

pot founded in strict fairmess and justioe, it will ba
| equally errential not to sdmil, on the part of Texas, any
olulm not fousded ou the same prinoiple
Agnin “The President confidently relies upon your pra.
pence and judgment, na upon the hearty co-operation of
the United States survayor, who. in turs you are expeet-
ed persomally to sttend. direct, and sssist in the per-
formanee of his duties, for the proper advocacy of the
rights and interests of your country ns rec by the
treaties, e is obliged the more to eonfide In your dis-
cretion. serutiny, and patriotic seal from the impossibl-
lity of forereeing whether any. and if any, what questions
may arlse. and from the consequent necessity of leaving
you. in a great degres, to exercise your judgment in the
dircumion and s¢lutiom of them ™

From these quotations it is obvlous that the treaty of
| 1838 was construsd by Mr Forsyth preeirely ns ite soun-
t-l?'.ut bas been by Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Ewiog, sad my-

self.
That the Mexican govermment has aleo understood it
in the same way, is manifest fiom the fsot that It hae
devolved the duies of commisioner and sarveyor upon
the same individual Ocperal Salazar  1f Mexico had re-
arded the surveyer an an awsoclate commissioner, 1t is
tlﬂnj‘ to be nnpﬁnnd that she would have been willing
to dispenre with his servioes. and to conflds her interests
to & Mogle commissioner while the United States had
two on the ground
Understanding the claim set up by Mr. ﬂrnl to inwall-
date the action of the Jnal by withholding his
slgnature from the sgreement entered into between them,
as necesenrily lnvolving a right on his part to exoreise s
super virory and controlling power over the commissiomer,
1 deemed it my duty, in eonformity with what sppeared
to ba the true interpretation of the troaty and the un-

Piain. and tasteful houses sreated farmished. sad Otted

up lor secapation for the sum of $300000 And as thy

nesr approanh of the close of my own officisl term relisves

me from all surpleion of being Influenced by persomal or

purty considerauons im preseniing the subject to youwr

notice, I earmestly recommend {t to your favorable regard,
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

In former reports. [ have earacatly invited your attef
tion 1o the intesests of Lhe DMstriot of Columble. nad e
denvored to explain the pocullar clalms whish 1t hasti
the fostering case of Uuuglnn Without repesting:ti
reaionr herstofore vrged, I beg leave agalm to
the pubject to your favorable motlse aud te SJ.H:
of thi. lltlullcu.hr objects in regard to which loglslationk
roquired.

be introduction of an smple supply of pure wateriabi
Lhe city of Washington and Grorg y in & m
great publio interest At the last session of Congress am
appropristion wa- made to defray the cost of the nsorsss-
ry surveys, ¢, to determioe the best mode of nosomplish-
ing this object. Am officer of th: engiuesr sorps was de-
tailed for thin duty amd rome progress has alrendy been
made In the work. but mot enough to ensble ma to exprens
su opinion as to the plan which should be ted A fall
repert will, however. be made and rubmitted to Congress
in time for its action during the sppreaching seevton; snd
I hope the necessary sppropristion will be made to eom-
mense the work withe ot delay, Tf additional arguments
to thoes heretofore rubmitted were d d '
might refer to the recent gonflagration im the libeary of
thé Cwpliol s an cxphatle admonition of the inecurity
of the publle bufldiogs and archives in the abseneo of &
coplous rupply of water

1 deem it my duty, alse to eall your attention to the
urgent neoesrity whieh « xista for the sreation of suitable
brldges neroes Potomae teo un\{nﬂ:a piance of those
which were destroyed by the fHoods In the early pact of
the precent year,

The Interruption of the travel and commereial inter-
eourse with the oppesite side of the river hn‘:ﬂed L}
serious evil to the rexidents of the district and publis

enerslly, And dorleg the winter when navigation may

obeirueted by jee Lhe lnovuveniengs will be g
asugmented. 1 therefors recommend (Wt an approprie-
tiom be neked for 10 make the nessssury surveys sad pre-
pare sultable plans aod estimaten for the
ose OF MOTe permanent brls!g.m which may be sdapied

not only for the of the imnry travel
| aud trade, but also for the safe aad conveniont of
tullway tralos. The rapid extemslon of the system of

milways throvghout the whols country, forbids the ides
that the intercourse by masil bstween the North sad the
fouth. should comtinue lomger to be delnyed and inte
rupted ns It has hitherto been at partiealsr seasins:
the year, by the dificulty of arosing the Potemae,

!io (;:lu:rb—ionnrn'; frthi!o l.n'nw. in his n.]’;'nn,
FUggest & proprie & Eran Congress -
tiu‘l‘:r the !nrllo lands in aid of public sehools I!"‘rt
Distriet of Columbls This proposition 1a;
cotdisl approbation ; sod I would be hlpr" 0 e

i d. with an d tandi 14 b fitat

broken ehain of precedemts under various -
tiena. (0 exprees my diseent from his pretensions,

r With regard Lo the question whether the point at which
the Rio Grende ‘' strikes the southern ry of New

felt myse!f called om to exprses an opinlon. The treaty
bas conferred upon ma mo jurisdiction over the subjest,
If an error bas been eommitted, I have no power Lo eorrect
it, or if, om the other band, 1t has been correotly sscertain-
ed, no expression ofexlnion by me to that effect could add
anything to its validity, Having dous all thst I con-
ecived 1 bad the power to do, officlally, on the subject, it
must be referred Lo other departmenta of the government
to derive ard adopt such further measnres In regurd to it
#8 the interests of the country may requires,

T deemn It my duty, howaver. to request you to recom-
mend to Copgress & modifieation of the priviso to the last
spprepriation, at an esrly day, so as to relleve the per-
rons sttached to Lhe fsnion from ¢ he emb t
to whieh they have been subjeoted by the want of money
to pay them, and also to relieve the government from the
direredit which has been brought upon it by the protest
of the drafts of it acaredited agents. Five months hiave
elupred sicee the close of the last fiscal year, during all
| which time the ofMcers and smployees of the commission

have been dillgently engaged im the discharge of thelr

mp;:tir:. dn:;!u. in the full wn!:gonc.wm Congress
| would make the neces appropr ons to defray their
b G

ust expectution n P . No o

appropriaticn for the eurrent m;;- be applied

to their payment.

They are left in the wildernws, many of them two
thourand miles from home, without wwabhn having
been made by Inw for their nrparl. whers they are now
stationed. and with wo means furaished to them
to return te their familiss. They are now subsistiog on

borrowed om thelr individual eredit, or on
drafts drawn by the commismionsr and surveyor before
motles of the proviso to the qq;:prltlh raveral of
which bave beem prossnted to the Department and pro-
tes'ed for non-payment, This 19 s case which oalls for
prempt setion om the part of Congress, and I cannst per-
mit mysell to doubt that your regommendation to thst
effect will be responded to withont delay,
| Tt will also be nessssary to make further provision by
law, for running and marking the residue of the line be-
tween the two countriss, ln accordamce wilh the terms of
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,

The work {hie extension of the Capltol Bas ad.
Hpon " ox an tha € o
vanced with ss much rapidi it

proper exeention. The m fonmdations bean
ecompleted; the arches between the inside walls of
the sub busernent kave all been turned; and Lhe spandrols

filled with m:;:ll, mlaﬁ:l nm

vement, w willrest, A lnrge
o’f.lhe mfﬂmkum : portio
the of the pri
besutiful marble which waa
the exterior surfase of the edifice. The arrangements

thenew librery room arealso near'y sompleted.-with the
oxe of the
eption painting and #l‘. w

The frusees of the roof
with copper;
any puit of

:
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g
g
¥
:

bounda
| Mexico' has been correctly established or not, I have mot |

the charitable imstitutions of the district. The popula-
tiom of the distriet is eompoged of eltizens of dta‘e
Io the Unlom  This f.ef ereates s gemeral in
prosperity and welfare; and [ kmow of no disposition of a
| rotuou of the public domaln which would be more stristly

b secordance with the spirit of the trusts reposed in Cone
gress, of more ureful in itself. than am appropiiation of &
ressonable portion to imstruet the ignorsnt the
vicious. nnd relleve the distremed inhabitamts of the
metropelis of the natiom

In former reporta [ have hrought to your notlse m
ether subjects. which I rded as of publie
Among theie were the entablishment of an Agrionitural
and Bratistienl Buresu; » reviclon of the laws relsting
the foes of mar Lials attorneys and clerks of the
and dirtriot courts of the United States; an
the salaries of the judges of the distriet courts of the
United Btates; the mant of the 0 the
Atiorney.General so as to make him the
patment of Justice; and the tramsfer to that depert-
ment of all matters gonrected with the sdministration
of justice; the eomdruction of s nat
through our ewn territory to the Pasifie, the
ciee definition of the #e veral
departmants; and that
point ment of & soliel*or to the Depariment of the

o wbver piseg (b3 roeeus ik N
axd without re ng Teasons " ware
rustained, 1 leave sgain lo commend them te
farorable consideration

T bave the hopor to be. 'na mtﬁl? our ebe disnt
servant, ALEX H O ATUA t?m
Yo the President of the Unltod Btates,
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Domestie Miscellany,
After the 16t of January the sale of lottary tiekets is to

be forever probibited in V

3 MaKuskell, a mative of
Nova Feotin, has

fu:l e ll'l"h"‘“il w g::-:p e is seven
(n the 34 inst., says the Bt Lawrence Republican,
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